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It was known even in Germany that the German rail-
way authorities had asked neighbouring countries, chiefly
Rumania, Jugoslavia and Hungary, to loan thousands of
waggons to make up for the catastrophic shortage in
Germany. Even troops had to be carried in foreign rolling
stock. Rumania, however, blandly refused the Nazi
request for this kind of help.

"This sort of thing has a serious drawback/' explained
one passenger who appeared to be a commercial traveller.
"We cannot send any exports out of the country unless
the receiving countries send the rolling stock to fetch our
goods. They do not want to send us the rolling stock
because they are afraid they will not get it back. So it is
also with imports, we do not get them for the same

reason."

At Fuerth, which the Berlin train reached after ten
hours, although the journey to Munich takes normally
only eight, the passengers could at least obtain something
to eat. This had been impossible until then.
A high railway official came towards the passengers;
it looked almost as if there was a celebrity among them.
But it appeared that he was only discharging an official
duty. He explained, in a half apologetic way, that the
war was causing all these inconveniences, but that, in the
true Nazi spirit, the public was admirably bearing with
these difficulties.
He went quickly so that he could not hear the examples
of true Nazi spirit which most of the passengers displayed.
They swore openly, cursed the war, the railways, the
regime and the weather in one breath. They seemed to
have developed a technique of swearing which would
save them from prison if a Gestapo agent overheard them.
It was never quite clear whom they blamed for their
predicament; Hitler or the winter.